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Executive Summary

1.

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

Funding was provided by TfGM for the Council to introduce a route safety 
scheme along part of Manchester Old Road, Middleton between Heywood Old 
Road and Broad Street. The location was identified as a site of concern 
following a review of accident data. It was chosen as a site requiring treatment 
due to the high number of personal injury accidents. 

The introduction of new parking restrictions formed part of the measures 
identified to help reduce the incidence and severity of injury accidents along 
the route. Other measures included new warning signs, coloured surfacing, 
cycle lanes, central hatched areas, bollards and pedestrian guard rail. The 
majority of these measures have already been introduced as they do not 
require a traffic order.

The proposed restrictions were advertised between 9th and 30th March 2017. 
During the consultation period the Authority received eight objections and a 
petition against the proposal. The objections focus on the restrictions opposite 
Boothroyden Road.

The objections were presented before the Middleton Township Committee in 
June 2017. A decision was deferred pending further consultation with highway 
officers. Ward members visited the site themselves and decided that no 
additional parking restrictions should be introduced and that the proposal to 
move the centre line between Egerton Street and Bonny Brow should be 
removed. This decision was approved at Middleton Township when the report 
was resubmitted in August 2017. The report to Committee is included in the 
background papers.

As the proposals affect a strategic road, in accordance with Section 8.2-3 of 
the Scheme of Delegation to Township Committee, the matter must be 
referred to Cabinet for a final decision as Middleton Township Committee do 
not have the authority to ratify the decision.



Recommendation

2. To determine whether the proposed Traffic Regulation Order, Borough of 
Rochdale ((Civil Enforcement of Traffic Contraventions) (Various Streets) 
(Middleton Township) Order 2008) (Amendment) (No.50) Order be 
implemented, as advertised, or as amended, or abandoned in light of the 
representations received, which were outlined in the report to Middleton 
Township Committee. It is the recommendation of Officers that the proposal 
be introduced as advertised or amended, with the preferred option for the 
proposal to be amended.

Reason for Recommendation

3

3.1

3.2

The introduction of new parking restrictions formed part of the measures identified 
to help reduce the incidence and severity of injury accidents along Manchester Old 
Road. When the scheme was devised, the predicted accident savings were 9.09 
over 5 years. The calculations assumed the introduction of the proposed 
restrictions. Therefore, if the restrictions are not introduced it is fair to assume that 
the forecasted accident savings would be reduced.

Manchester Old Road is a strategic road classified as the A 576. It carries an 
average of over 15,000 vehicles per day. Its primary function is to carry traffic from 
North Manchester to Middleton and vice versa. The Council is responsible for the 
road both in terms of traffic flows and road safety but has no duty in respect of the 
provision of on-street parking for residents. 

To aid the decision making process, working from west to east, each location 
identified for the introduction of new restrictions is discussed in detail below. The 
plan shown in Appendix A identifies each of the locations A to D. An image from 
each location is also shown.

Location A

On the westbound approach to the signals at Heywood Old Road the road is wide 
enough to accommodate two traffic  lanes, which are marked on site. However, 
existing restrictions on the south side of the road do not extend to the point where 
the two lanes are formed. Therefore, parked vehicles in this location prevent 
motorists from queueing for the full length of the two lane approach. This reduces 
the efficiency of the junction by restricting the number of vehicles able to pass 
through it in a westerly direction.



Location B

Existing restrictions on the south side of Manchester Old Road at the junction of 
Lands End Road extend to a point 15 metres on each side. A parking lay-by is 
situated at a point 32 metres east of the junction. It is proposed to extend the 
restrictions up to the lay-by to increase visibility at the junction and to accommodate 
a proposed cycle lane. This will increase visibility further for motorists exiting the side 
road and prevent parked vehicles from obstructing the cycle lane. Without the 
restrictions, parked vehicles would lessen the sight line distance and cyclists would 
be diverted into the path of vehicles travelling in the same direction.



Location C

On the south side between Egerton Street and Bonny Brow Street it is proposed to 
replace the existing daytime restrictions with 24 hour restrictions. Parking is 
permitted between 6.30pm and 7.30am but as parking is unrestricted on the north 
side, vehicles parked during these times results in a double parking arrangement. 
This prevents the two-way flow of traffic and presents a hazard to approaching 
traffic. This arrangement is not considered acceptable on a strategic road of this 
importance, both in terms of its restriction on the free movement of traffic and the 
hazard it may present. Further to this, the removal of parking on the south side would 
enable a parking bay to be marked out on the north side and the centre line offset 
slightly further south. This improved road marking design would help to guide drivers 
and influence their behaviour by better defining the road space, helping to control 
vehicular movements and parking. The lack of any further restrictions therefore 
renders the scheme incomplete and reduces its impact in terms of accident 
prevention.



Location D

The proposed restrictions opposite Boothroyden Road were the focus of attention for 
the objectors. This is discussed in detail in the objection report provided as a 
background paper.



Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

4.2

In considering the objections the Committee should be mindful that the only 
right the general public has on the highway is a right of passage along it. The 
Council, acting in its capacity as Highway Authority, have a duty of care to 
ensure the safety of the travelling public and a duty under the Traffic 
Management Act 2004 to maintain the expeditious movement of traffic. This 
should be considered in light of high casualty figures experienced by this 
relatively short stretch of highway.

Manchester Old Road is a strategic classified road and carries an average of 
over 15,000 vehicles per day.

If the restrictions are not introduced then the impact of the scheme and the 
forecasted accident savings will be lessened.



Costs and Budget Summary

5. The cost of the proposed Traffic Regulation Order will be met by TfGM from 
the scheme fund.

Risk and Policy Implications

The Council has a statutory duty to ensure that its highways operate safely 
and efficiently, for all traffic including pedestrians.

6.

Consultation

7.

7.1

7.2

7.3

Consultation required by the Local Authorities’ Traffic Orders, (Procedure) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 1996 has taken place.

The Emergency Services, Transport for Greater Manchester, The Freight 
Transport Association and the Road Haulage Association were consulted on 
1st March 2017.

Notices of intention were posted on site and published in the local newspaper 
on 9th March 2017.

The objection period ran until 30th March 2017.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. None



Appendix A


